
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP COVENANT OF FBC RIPON 
 
Membership is about more than attending church meetings. Members commit to joining a spiritual family that 
provides encouragement and support. They are called to a biblical degree of responsibility, service and 
sacrifice.  
 
A covenant is a relational commitment in which we bind ourselves to another. It is not dependent on the 
faithfulness of the other. Though the covenant does define the relationship between members and the church, 
it is first and foremost a promise made to God as a commitment to His glory, His kingdom, and His bride, the 
church.  (Ezek. 20:44; 36:22; Ps. 76:11; Hos. 2:19-20; 3:1; 2 Tim. 2:13; Eph. 5:25) 
 
THE CHURCH COVENANT OF FBC 
As God’s redeemed children, saved by grace through the gospel of Christ, we strive to reflect the character of 
Christ through obedience and “living by the Spirit.” This covenant in no way serves as “legalism” or “extra 
rules” for you. Instead, it is intended to help shape your life as you become a more faithful disciple, family 
member, and disciple in our church family, growing in the obedience that faith produces. As covenant 
members, we covenant with God through FBC to fulfill the commands of Christ, being full members of His 
body, by participating in and through the local church.  As a Covenant Member of FBC I am committed to the 
following: 
 
1)  To submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the final arbiter on all issues, and to the theology and 
doctrine of the church as taught and applied at FBC.  (Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:19-21)  
 
2)  To pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through regular Bible reading, prayer, fellowship and the practice of 
spiritual disciplines (Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Cor 9:24-27; Eph 5:1-21; 1 Thess 5:12-22)  
 
3)  To follow the command and example of Jesus by participating in the ordinances prescribed to His 
Church: being baptized after my conversion, and regularly celebrating the person and work of Christ through 
communion   (Matthew 3:11-17; Mark 1:4-11; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:37-41; Acts 8:34-38; Matthew 26:26-
29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-29)   
 
4)  To regularly participate in the life of First Baptist Church by attending weekly services, engaging in 
community, and serving those within and outside the walls of FBC  (Acts 2:42-47; Heb 10:23-25; Titus 3:14)  
 
5)  To steward the resources God has given me, including time, talents, spiritual gifts and finances - This 
includes, participation in community, service in ministry and habitual financial giving that are sacrificial, 
cheerful, and voluntary  (Mt 25:14-30; Rom 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 1 Peter 4:10-11)  
 
6)  By God’s grace through the power of the Holy Spirit, to pursue holiness in all areas of life as an act of 
worship to Jesus Christ - Believers should strive to put certain attitudes and actions to death while stirring 
and stimulating love and good deeds through the Spirit  (1 Pt 1:13-16, 4:1-3) 
 
7)  To refrain from such activities that the Scriptures would deem sinful, foolish, or harmful  (Ro 14:14-23) 
 
8)  To take seriously the responsibility of Christian freedom, especially actions or situations that could 
present a stumbling block to another  (1 Corinthians 8:1-13) 
 
9)  To submit to the practice of reconciliation with the goal and hope of repentance and restoration and to 
receive correction from fellow believers, if necessary, in humility and love  (Psalm 141:5; Matthew 18:15-
20; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; Hebrews 12:5-11) 
 



10)  To confess my sin to God and fellow believers (when appropriate), repent, and seek to sin no more 
(Romans 8:13; Colossians 3:5; James 5:16; 1 John 1:6-10) 
 
11)  To submit to the pastors/elders and other appointed leaders of the church and diligently strive for unity 
and peace within the church  (Ephesians 4:1-3; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:5) 
 
12)  Should I leave the church on good terms, I will notify the appropriate staff member and seek another 
church with which I can carry out my biblical responsibilities as a believer  (Hebrews 10:25)  
 
Knowing my inherent sinful tendency toward legalism and selfishness... I will strive to see everything above, 
not as a checklist, nor as ways to ‘earn God’s love’ in any way, nor in any other misperception. Instead, I will 
strive to see my pursuit of this covenant as an act of worship, in loving obedience to God’s ongoing, abundant 
grace in my life  (1Cor 10:31; Rom 12:1-2) 
 
I also understand that my membership at FBC is not based on signing a form or meeting the standard of some 
other kind of contract, but that it is an agreement with God and to the First Baptist Church family, to walk 
together in covenant as long as God has me here. I understand that that our covenant is based on relationship 
and not circumstances. I also understand that it is the responsibility of each member to carry the weight and 
burden of fulfilling our covenant (as defined above), and that this responsibility is not to be considered lightly.  
Furthermore, I affirm that I have been publicly baptized (or am in the process of doing so) in accordance with 
the scriptures, before a body of believers, with a profession of my faith, in the name of God the Father, Jesus 
Christ His Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
 


